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RHS Level 2 Qualifications

The Royal Horticultural Society’s Level 2 qualifications are offered at The Beth Chatto Gardens Ltd over a period of 18 months in line with the standard academic year. The classroom sessions are two hours long and start at 1830, finishing at 2030hrs on either a Tuesday or Thursday evening. There are also four practical days always held on a Saturday during which there is an opportunity to consolidate the classroom learning. 

Fees: £530 (inc. VAT) to include all tuition and practical sessions.  

No previous knowledge or qualifications are required, just an interest in plants and a sense of humour! There is no obligation to sit the exams so if you are looking for a leisure course, this could be for you too.

The RHS has recently revised the syllabus for all levels of qualifications on offer and it is this revised syllabus that will be studied with effect from September 2010. 

Level 2 Certificate in the Principles of Plant Growth, Propagation and Development.

This Certificate involves studying four separate units as follows;

Unit 1 – Plant classification, structure and function. 

Unit 2 – Plant nutrition and the root environment.

Unit 3 – Maintaining plant health

Unit 4 – Understanding plant propagation.

Level 2 Certificate in the Principles of Garden Planning, Establishment and Maintenance.

This Certificate involves studying four separate units as follows;

Unit 1 – Understanding garden features, plant selection and planning.

Unit 2 – Understanding the choice, establishment and maintenance of garden plants    

   
   and lawns

Unit 3 – Understanding the production of outdoor vegetables and fruit.

Unit 4 – Understanding protected environments and their use in plant cultivation.

There is an exam for each unit of each Certificate and the exams are held every February and June. The course will start in September and the first exams you will sit should you opt to do so, will be in June of the following year for the first certificate. The second certificate exams will be taken in the following February. Exams are currently taken at Otley College near Ipswich in Suffolk and are subject to a separate charge.

Completion and passing of all exams leads to full RHS accreditation in horticulture at Level 2 and it is a nationally and internationally recognised qualification.

